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COL David G. Jarrett became the 14th director of the Armed Forces Radiobiology Research Institute on June 24, 2003. Formerly, he was the head of Doctrine Development, Medical Operations Division at the United States Army Medical Research Institute for Infectious Diseases (USAMRIID). He also served as flight surgeon in charge of the Aeromedical Isolation Team at USAMRIID and as staff physician, Emergency Medical Service, Walter Reed Army Medical Center, and he deployed as a staff physician, Emergency Medicine Department, Wuerzburg, Germany. 

Born in Anderson, IN, COL Jarrett holds his Bachelor of Arts degree in zoology from Indiana University in Bloomington, IN. He earned his Doctor of Medicine degree at Indiana University, School of Medicine in 1973 and trained in obstetrics/gynecology (OB/GYN) at Charity Hospitals of Louisiana, Louisiana State University, New Orleans, LA. COL Jarrett is board-certified in emergency medicine.

COL Jarrett has held various important positions throughout his career. He served as senior military medical advisor for the 54th Presidential Inauguration, Armed Forces Inaugural Committee in Washington, DC. At AFRRI in Bethesda, MD, he served as head, Military Medical Operations; senior instructor, Medical Effects of Ionizing Radiation Course; chief physician, AFRRI Incident Response Team; and medical team chief, Emergency Medical Radiobiology Assistance Team.

His other key assignments include nuclear casualty management delegate to the NBC-Medical Working Party, Brussels, Belgium; nuclear casualty advisor for J-4 Medical, Brussels, Belgium; commander, Frankfurt Army Community Health Clinic and Closure Unit, Frankfurt, Germany; chief, Community Medicine, 97th General Hospital and 51st Combat Support Hospital, Frankfurt, Germany; chief, Community Medicine, Ireland Army Community Hospital, Fort Knox, KY; military medical advisor (emergency medicine), Mobile Medical Training Team, El Salvador, Central America; chief, emergency medicine, Dewitt Army Community Hospital, Fort Belvoir, VA; president, Central Indiana Emergency Care, Inc., Greenwood, IN; and commander, 398th Medical Detachment, Indiana Army National Guard, Camp Atterbury, IN.

COL Jarrett has authored various publications, presentations, videotapes, and cd-roms including the Medical Effects of Ionizing Radiation Course book; the Medical Management of Radiological Casualties Handbook; the NATO Handbook on the Medical Aspects of NBC Defensive Operations, Volume 1; and the Medical Effects of Ionizing Radiation cd-rom.

Awards and decorations that COL Jarrett has received include the Defense Superior Service Medal, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal (three oak leaf clusters), Army Commendation Medal, Joint Meritorious Unit Award, National Defense Service Medal (two oak leaf clusters), Armed Forces Expeditionary Forces Medal, Armed Forces Reserve Medal, Army Service Ribbon, and the Overseas Service Ribbon.

COL Jarrett holds memberships in several professional organizations including the Society of Army Flight Surgeons, the Special Operations Medical Association, the World Association for Disaster and Emergency Medicine, the Taunus International Medical Society, the Association of Military Surgeons of the United States, and the American Medical Association. He is a fellow of the American College of Emergency Physicians.

